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The Comprehensive Plan is one of the most important planning 

documents the Town has.  Comprehensive Plans establish a vision 

and policy guidelines for growth and land use over a twenty (20) 

year period.    This plan is for 2031, the Town’s bicentennial.  The 

plan includes most, if not all, aspects of growth and development, 

like transportation, utilities, open space, growth management, land 

use and housing.   This powerful tool is a factor in virtually every 

land use decision, for example when considering whether or not to 

rezone a property consistency with the comprehensive plan must 

be considered.  The Zoning Ordinance is one of the mechanisms 

used to implement a Comprehensive Plan. 

Statutory requirements 

Indiana Code requires a Comprehensive Plan in order to have 

zoning in a County, City, or Town.  The 500 series of IC 36-7-4 

provides the guidelines for doing so as well as all the requirements.  

Comprehensive Plans must be adopted by resolution of the 

legislative body (Town Council).  The plan and subsequent 

resolution must show that the Comprehensive plan promotes public 

health, safety, and the general welfare of the community. 

Under state code the Comprehensive Plan must include (1) a 

statement of objectives for future development; (2) a statement of 

policy for land use development; and (3) a statement of policy for 

the development of public ways, places, lands, structures, and 

utilities. 

The Comprehensive Plan must be adopted by the Town Council in 

the form of a resolution.  The Plan Commission holds a public 

hearing prior to this and then makes a recommendation to the 

Town Council.  The Town Council can then adopt it, send it back to 

the Plan Commission to make changes or deny the plan. 

 

 

The 

Comprehensive 

Plan is the 20 

year policy for 

how 

Cumberland 

will grow and 

develop. 
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   Study Area 

The study area is the same as in the previous plan.  It is bounded 

on the north by I-70, Prospect St. to the South, Mt. Comfort Rd. to 

the east and German Church Road to the west.  In Marion County, 

the study area follows the existing Town limits to the north and 

south.  Exhibit 1-1 provides a map of the study area. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Exhibit 1-1:  Study Area 
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   Current Plan & Summary of Update 

The current plan was adopted in 2000.  Over the last ten years, the 

Town has implemented a majority of the goals and implementation 

items in the plan.  It was decided in 2009 to begin updating the 

plan.  This initiative has been done by Town staff.  While the 

existing land use hasn’t changed dramatically, this new Plan is 

more specific about what type of future land use is expected for 

Cumberland.  Growth Management strategies are included to guide 

new growth over the next twenty (20) years.  This plan promotes 

community identity and consistency across county and township 

boundaries while embracing its past. 

This plan is laid out to analyze the community’s demographics and 

create a profile for the Town and then followed by the vision and 

goals, and analysis of land use and growth management and then 

finally a plan for implementation.  While some implementation steps 

may not take much time others may take years to achieve, so the 

implementation plan is laid out in phases.  Some tasks, like 

updating the comprehensive plan, will need to be done annually to 

ensure the document continues to be a living document and not just 

a plan to sit on the shelf. 

Updates & Amendments 

The Comprehensive Plan should be reviewed and amended 

annually to reflect community changes.  Comprehensive Plans 

should be reviewed for technical amendments every five (5) years 

and major updates every ten (10) years.   

Amendments may also be initiated to change the future land use 

map or other policy recommendations by the Town or another 

interested party.  All updates and amendments have to follow the 

same procedures required to adopt the Comprehensive Plan, 

including but not limited to a public hearing before the Plan 

Commission and final adoption by the Town Council in the form of a 

resolution.  In Marion County, the process is a little different.  Once 

the Town has adopted the Comprehensive Plan and/or 

Vision Statement 
 

The Town of 
Cumberland embraces 
its historic and cultural 
resources as well as 

its National Road 
heritage to thrive as a 

viable town built on 
small town values and 
charm while providing 
quality of life amenities 

desired by young 
professionals, families, 

and active adults 
through multi-modal 
access, sustainable 

practices, and 
intergovernmental 

cooperation. 
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   amendments to it, the Town has to petition the City of Indianapolis 

to have this plan adopted by the Metropolitan Development 

Commission into their comprehensive planning documents.  

Without the Metropolitan Development Commission’s approval, the 

plan would not be valid for the portion of the Town in Marion 

County.   


